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EDITOR’S
NOTE

| EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The timing couldn’t be better for this issue. As 2026 is recognized as the Here’s to the women in agriculture, and to the
International Year of the Woman Farmer, March marks Women's History Month, lastingimpact they continue tomake onldaho’s
and National Womenin Agriculture Day falls on March 27, we're proud to make the grain industry!

firstissue of the year a celebration of the women who shape I[daho's grainindustry.

In this issue, we've taken the opportunity to highlight the women you know, and
some you may not. These are the women conducting vital research in the field,
leading state and national organizations, owning and operating farms alongside
their families, running parts, preparing meals, and advocating at the Capitol to
ensure the strength and vitality of their operations at home and beyond.

Onpage10,you'llmeet IGPA member SheilaHasselstrom. Turntopage 8tolearn
more about University of I[daho College of Agricultural and Life Sciences Dean
Leslie Edgar. You'll also get to know Idaho legislators who champion agriculture
onpages 6 and 22. Throughout the issue, we celebrate the many women whose
work and leadership shape this industry every day.

National Women in Agriculture Day honors the more than 1.2 million female
agricultural producers in the United States, over one-third of the nation's farmers.
From producers and field representatives to agronomists and advocates, women
play an essential role in agriculture.
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As president of the Idaho Grain Producers Association (IGPA), I've witnessed
firsthand the resilience and grit that define us as farmers. This year will present a
mix of challenges and opportunities for [daho agriculture. Low commodity markets
andrisinginput costs certainly makesit challenging. Weather patterns that make it
look like winter hardly came. | read that the groundhog saw his shadow so maybe
we will see it come! Grain producers across the state have had to adapt quickly
to these conditions. Water being our most needed resource could be a major
challenge. Whatever the challenges might be, it could provide some alternative
opportunities. | watch farmers all around me innovate and come up with new
ideas to improve their operations or implement different farming practices to do
and be better.

During times of adversity, the strength of our community is our greatest asset.
Idaho growers are leaning into new practices that improve soil health and water
efficiency, exploring precision agriculture tools to make every input dollar go
further. Participating in local and regional risk-management programs to protect
their operations. At IGPA, we're advocating for policies that support fair market

BY KYLE WANGEMANN | PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT'S

access, enhanced infrastructure, and investment
in agricultural policy whichis vital to building long-
term stability. We're also increasing our outreach
and education efforts so producers have access
to the latest information on policy and legislation
happening on the state and national level.

| am confident in the future of Idaho agriculture.
Farmers have faced adversity before and have
emerged stronger because of it. By continuing to
embrace innovation and advocating for policies
that help our farms remain competitive, we can
turn challenges into opportunities. As | look to this
upcoming year and the obstacles we face, | hope
we come out stronger and better on the other side.
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IGPA is the only organization
solely dedicated to protecting
ldaho’s wheat and barley growers
by representing their interests at
the state and national level.

Idaho's grain farmers have helped keep grocery store
shelves stocked and families fed for generations.
Whether it's abowl of cereal or aloaf of warm bread,
the fruits of our growers'labor are essential ingredients
inthe meals we share andin the lives we live. [daho's
agriculture community deserves the certainty they rely
ontothrive.
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LEGISLATOR

PROFILE

REPRESENTATIVE

PINGREE, ID | DISTRICT 30

Tell us alittle bit about your hometown, where you grew up
and where you live now?

I grew up on a farmin Bingham County, that is still in my family.
My husband is Garth VanOrden. | currently live in Pingree with
my sons living “across the street” and “on the other side of

the pasture”.

Who had the greatest influence on you during your
childhood?

My dad, Masa Tsukamoto, was the biggest influence in my life.
His patience with me was my most memorable part of my life, he
taught me life's lessons without demeaning me. My parents also
were examples of community members, they socialized with
many people and there never seemed to be any bias.

How about a happy memory from your childhood?

One of the best memories of my childhood was being a
cheerleader in junior high school. The cheerleader advisor was
Mrs. Rodonna Katseanes (Stacey’s Grandmal). She was also my
home economics teacher, that was one of my favorite classes. |
guess you could say she was one of my favorite teachers.

Education?

| graduated from Blackfoot High School and continued my
education at College of Southerndaho. I received a certificate

JULIE VANORDEN

from Idaho State University’s Vocational Technical College in
dataentry.

Tell us about your family.

Garthand I have four children: Shaun, Dillon, Jason (deceased),
and Lisa. Shaun and Dillon are partners with us on the farm.
Shaun’s wife, Mishell, does much of the farm audit bookwork

and compliance work. Dillon's wife, Cassaundra, is a nurse
administrator at a dialysis center. My daughter, Lisa, works

at a university in Kyoto, Japan and is pursuing amastersin IT
informatics. I have three grandchildren and a great granddaughter.

How did you meet your spouse?

My husband and I met through mutual friends, our first official date
was to the LDS church Pingree 1st ward family bazaar. He wanted
me to meet his mother who was helping with the event. Evidently, |
must have beenimpressed.

What do you do in your free time?

| train for and participate in competitive horse reining. I try tobe a
full-time participant but my political job is somewhat full time too.
My husband and | have also taken up horse breeding and foaling.

What one word would you use to describe yourself?
Independent.
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! | ran for office to be involved in
state decision making as | feel |
have life experiences that will help
me bring a unique perspective.

Why did you decide to run for office?
I'ran for office to be involved in state decision making as | feel |

have life experiences that will help me bring a unique perspective.

When | was in the House of Representatives | had just finished
being on my local school board so | naturally went on the
education committee. It has been a steep learning curve to be on

the Health and Welfare committee but | appreciate the challenge.

Tell us about the committees you have served on and your
path to leadership?

I have served on the following committees: Joint Finance and
Appropriations, Health and Welfare and Natural Resources. |
currently serve on Health and Welfare (Chairman), Agricultural
Affairs,and Natural Resources. My path to leadership involves
being a good example of anintentional listener. | purposely don't
take my cell phone into a committee that | am chairing. | hope
never to let a problem become more important than a person.

What challenges do you think the state faces in the next
few years?

| believe the challenge Idaho will face is alooming recession.
Idaho's constitution calls for a annual balanced budget, to make
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that happen the legislature will face the prospect of using rainy
day funds and making hard decisions.

What do you love most about Idaho?
| love the cleanliness of Idaho and the independence of its people.

What are you most passionate about and/or hope to
accomplish during your time in the legislature?

| would like to see more student literacy accomplishment happen.
Working on updating our state budget to address wasteful
spending. Put in place a subsidy system that addresses real
needs, in real time and rewards self-reliance.
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U of | CALS Dean Credits Idaho Ag Upbringing

for Shaping Work Ethic

Throughout Leslie Edgar’s childhood,
her father often repeated a favorite
saying: “If you need a helping hand, look
at the end of your arm.”

Heeding his advice has taken Edgar far inlife. On June 23,
University of [daho welcomed Edgar as the J.R. Simplot Endowed
Dean of the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences. She
attributes her ascension through academia to parents who taught
her the value of education and self-reliance, and her upbringing
with alarge family on a small farm.

They had a diversified operation and raised hay, cattle and sheep
onasmall farmlocated in southwest Idaho between Meridianand
Kuna - her parents still live on the farm, but the once rural property
is now surrounded by homes. She remembers fondly the time she
spent at the U of | Parma Research and Extension Center learning
about cutting-edge innovations and production practices in fruit
trees and row crops.

Throughout her childhood, she completed daily farm chores and
helped cover her own living expenses by doing jobs for neighbors
such as detasseling corn and milking cows.

“| thought everyone had to start making enough money to buy
their own school clothes at the age of 12 because that is what we
hadtodo,” Edgar recalled.

The farm made it possible for Edgar to participate in FFA animal
projects, which helped her grow in responsibility and leadership.

She further developed her soft skills by holding Kuna FFA chapter
leadership positions, including secretary and reporter, which

she credits as the beginning of her love for communications, and
eventually as the Snake River District FFA vice president. In high
school, Edgar also served as a junior 4-H leader to assist youth

with livestock projects, thereby solidifying her passion for Ul
Extension 4-H Youth Development.

“The blessing | had being raised in rural Idaho in a large family with
parents who taught us a work ethic was to understand that there
are alot of things we can do on our own,” Edgar said. “Learning
todo hardthings at an early age taught me quickly that | can
accomplish anything | put my mind to.”

Edgar started her pursuit of higher education at Ricks College
in Rexburg —now Brigham Young University-ldaho. She finished
her bachelor’'s degree in animal science with a pre-veterinary
option at Utah State University in Logan, Utah, where she also
earned amaster’s degree in agricultural systems, technology
and education.

She then went to work for a nonpraofit organization based in Elko,
Nevada, known for hosting the national cowboy poetry gathering,
called the Western Folklife Center. As the educational coordinator,
Edgar managed a grant focused on the production of a series

of videos called Ranch Communications from the late 1990s
through the early 2000s, documenting ranchers’ stories and
selling episodes on VHS tapes from the center’s storefront.

Next, she took ajob as development director of the American West
Heritage Center in Wellsville, Utah, fundraising and writing grants.

She later returned to school and earned a doctorate in agricultural
leadership, education and communications from Texas A&M
University in College Station, Texas. While in Texas, she married
Don Edgar, whois now the head of U of I's Department of
Agricultural Education, Leadership and Communications. She
had three young children from a prior marriage, and he had two
young children.
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! Edgar feels blessed to be back
in Idaho and contributing in
a meaningful way to Gem
State agriculture - an industry
that was instrumental in her
personal development.

In 2007, Edgar began her career in academia at University of
Arkansas, in Fayetteville, Arkansas, working as an agricultural
communications faculty member, and later as director of
international programs for the Dale Bumpers College of
Agricultural, Food and Life Science. She also became director
of the honors program and was ultimately promoted to assistant
dean of student programs.

She joined University of Georgiain Athens, Georgia, in 2018,
serving as a professor and head of the Department of Agricultural
LLeadership, Education and Communication.

In 2020, she joined New Mexico's land-grant university, New
Mexico State University in Las Cruces, New Mexico, as
associate dean of research and director of the Agricultural
Experiment Station.

“| built that next part of my career on the philosophy that it's not
our science that's flawed at land-grant universities. It's our inability
to communicate the science that’s flawed,” Edgar said. “How

do we work directly with producers and consumers and make
sure we're telling effective stories? With more than 98% of our
population not associated with agriculture, we must better tell our
stories with a defined focus onimpacts.”

Prior to her current appointment with CALS at U of |, she served
as associate dean of research and director of the Agricultural
Research Center in the College of Agricultural, Human and
Natural Resources Sciences at Washington State University in
Pullman, Washington, managing a more than $125 million annual
research portfolio.

Edgar feels blessed to be back in Idaho and contributingina
meaningful way to Gem State agriculture —anindustry that was
instrumentalin her personal development. She's also honored
that her current position pays homage to J.R. Simplot, alegendary
figure in ldaho agriculture who built a multi-billion-dollar company
that now spans multiple continents.

More than six months into the job, she's on pace to meet a
personal goal to visit each of the college’s 45 Extension offices,
whichrepresent all of [daho's 44 counties and three federally
recognized tribal programs, ina year's time. She's also overseeing
the college’s efforts to update a comprehensive strategic plan
establishing priorities through 2030. Faculty and staff are
participating in working groups to refine pillars associated with
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major goals of the plan, and an external group willmake final
recommendations before a planis submitted in early July.

“We can't do everything for everyone, so what are the most critical
areas?” Edgar said of the plan'simportance.

CALS will celebrate several milestones and anniversaries in 2026.
The college will unveil major new facilities including the Idaho
Center for Agriculture, Food and the Environment (Idaho CAFE),
which willinclude the nation's largest research dairy; the Deep
Soil Ecotron, where scientists will be able to study soils at the
greatest depths of any facility in the world; and the Meat Science
Innovation Center Honoring Ron Richard, which willhouse a
state-of-the-art, USDA-inspected abattoir.

Celebrations are also planned in 2026 for the 125th anniversary
of CALS, the centennial anniversary of the Parma Research
and Extension Center and the 25th anniversary of the Nancy M.
Cummings Research and Extension Center in Salmon.

“Thisis also a time to reconnect with our alumni,” Edgar said. “If
you're a Vandal, friend of a Vandal or an honorary Vandal, find us
and come back and celebrate all we have accomplished while
supporting this great state.”
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SHEILA
HASSELSTROM

What is your upbringing/childhood?

I was raised in Touchet, Washington, on the edge of the Walla
Walla Valley. My family owned and operated a 300-acre irrigated
farm where we raised alfalfa seed and wheat. | grew up doing the
real hands-on work—moving hand line, pulling weeds out of seed
crops, and tending leafcutter and alkali bees for pollination.

Over the years, our operation evolved and expanded to include
alfalfa hay, wheat, barley, beans, and more recently, contracted
Walla Walla onions.

Our farm was purchased by my grandparents, Frank and
Marjorie Saranto, and my father, Charles Saranto, helped lead the
operation. It was a true family-run corporation, and | was raised
inthe middle of it—learning early that farmingisn't just ajob, it'sa
lifestyle built on responsibility, teamwork, and showing up every
day no matter what.

Hometown? Education?

Touchet, Washington — home of the Touchet Indians. | graduated
from Touchet High Schoolin 1991. The school has gone through
aname change over the years, but I'll always be a Touchet Indian
atheart.

| was interested in pursuing a degree in agronomy and completed
acouple years of college focused toward that path.

How did you meet your spouse?

That story has a few different versions —depending on who's
telling it. But the short answer is: 1 took ajob as a trainee
agronomist in Craigmont, [daho with Harvest States the local
Farm Co-op. Eric was a young (and available) grower and
customer. Ericand | worked out... but the job didn't.

Thirty years later, here we are.

Tell us about your farm: size, what you grow? When was the
operation established?

Our farmis located in Winchester, Idaho, and it has deep roots
in both family and community history. Eric’'s great-grandparents,
Warren and Mable Atkinson, purchased the first ground

here when the timber industry was booming. They came for

opportunity, built a life, and the farm stayed in the family through
the generations. Eric's family operated the farm until he could take
the wheel just out of college—and we've been building on that
foundation ever since.

Today, Hasselstrom Farms operates around 3,000 acres of
owned and leased ground. We're a rotational dryland farm that
grows wheat, barley, oats, hay, canola, and black peas. Inrecent
years, we've also started growing heritage grains, with the goal
of finding varieties that are better suited to our soils and align with
our regenerative farming style.

Livestock has always been part of our operation. We raise
cattle and sheep, and this year we added hogs—not just for
production, but as a tool to help restore and improve some of
our barn pastures. For us, farming is about working with the
land, not against it, and building something that can last for the
next generation.

Guiding principles of your operation and biggest challenges
you face?

The guiding principles at Hasselstrom Farms were shaped long
before “regenerative” became a buzzword. Eric's grandfather,
Wayne Atkinson, saw the benefits of no-till farming more than 50
years ago.In the 1980s, there were seasons when purchasing
commercial fertilizer simply wasn't an option financially, so Wayne
got creative —finding natural ways to feed the crop and build

the soilinstead of depending oninputs that weren't affordable

or sustainable.
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That mindset is still at the heart of what we do today. We focus
onminimum tillage, restoring and feeding the biology of the soll,
and raising crops and livestock with intention. We believe the
land responds when you manage it with purpose, and we're
committed to leaving it better than we found it.

Our biggest challenge is making that intention pay. Our goal as
aldaho farmeris to become a price setter, not a price taker—

but walking that pathis hard. It takes constant education, real
adaptation, and a willingness to change. Those words are easy to
write, but not always easy to live out in the middle of a tough year.

At the end of the day, we still have bills to pay. Finding the balance
between doing what's right for the land and building a business

that works financially—that's the challenge we face every season.

Tell us about your family; who is on the farm?
Ericand| (Sheila) are the sole owner-operators of our farm.

Our oldest son, Kameron, and his wife Alyssa live in Hungary with
their two boys, Bodhi and Atlas. Kameronisin the Air Force andis
currently stationed in Papa, Hungary with NATO.

Our son Hunter and his wife Taryn live in Winchester, and they
have two kids, Brooklyn and Walker. Hunter works on the family
farmand helps run our gravel business during the summers.
Inthe winters, he's found that working for larger construction
companies provides steady benefits and financial stability for
his family—something that matters when you're raising kids and
building alife.

Our daughter Koleen and her husband Chad now live in
Cheyenne, Wyoming. Chad works for Western States Cat, and
Koleen works with the University of Wyoming and the county
extension office. They're also expecting their first child in July,
which has been a joyful new chapter for all of us.

Even though our kids are spread out, they're still rooted
inagriculture and hard work, and we're proud of the lives
they're building.

How to you think women who work in agriculture are
perceived? How would you change that if needed?

Thisis aquestion | honestly struggle with, because I'm a bit old
school. Women have always worked in agriculture. It's not a new
concept that suddenly needs a national “lift.” Farm women have
been working livestock, running equipment, keeping the books,
raising families, and serving on local ag and county boards

for generations.

Yes, we've seen more women step into national leadership roles
over the last 20 years—but if you look back through history,
women were already doing the work. They just didn't always get
the recognition that comes with it today.

I was a fortunate girl. | was raised by two strong, intelligent, deeply
God-fearing farm women as grandmothers, and they shaped
how | view work, faith, and agriculture.

My paternal grandmother was raised on a dryland wheat farm
in Starbuck, Washington. She planted, harvested, cooked, and
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worked every area of the
farm. Later inlife, she used
the gritand discipline
farming gave her, to
advance her position with
Boeing Aircraft during
WWII. Later in life, she and
Frank chose the farm life
in Touchet, Washington,
and she was a partnerin
agriculture inevery sense
of the word. Her faith
anchored her through
every season of work
and change.

My maternal
grandmother was the
granddaughter of a sheepherder. She lived and worked with the
sheep, the farm, and the home. Education mattered deeply to her,
and she attended Whitman College, earning a degree in English.
During college she battled tuberculosis, and her grandfather
believed fresh air was part of God's healing, so he sent her to the
Blue Mountains to sheep camp to cook for the herders. When
one of the men didn't return from a weekend out, my grandmother
took over the flock. With just her horse —no dog—she tended
that band of sheep all summer, finished her college thesis, and,

as the story is told, had the fattest flock of sheep off the mountain
that year. Her faith, knowledge and animal husbandry carried her.

I guess my point is this: women have always beenin agriculture.
Actively participating, making decisions. | would even say
agriculture is what it is today because of good farm women—
women who worked hard, trusted God, and carried their families
through difficult seasons. Most of us have one in our backstory,
whether we realize it or not.

| see myself as a mix of those women. In my lifetime, I've been
afarmhand on our family’s farm, | worked for a dryland wheat
farmer in the foothills of the Walla Walla valley. | have been shaped
by 5 generations of farm epigenetics. | have stood shoulder

to shoulder with my husband of 30 years. I've runmy own
commercial breeding ewe operation, built a direct-to-consumer
farm business, drove the equipment, nursed the farm babies,
worked off farm for extraincome and managed books, to name
just a few accomplishments. Let's not forget the three incredible
children we raised along the way.

How are women in agriculture perceived? Strong, Generational,
Partners, Iflcould change anythingintoday’s world, it would be
this: Id like to see us return to true partnerships —faith-centered
family partnerships—where husbands and wives stay rooted on
the farm, work side by side, make the choice together to farm and
build something that lasts.

That is where the strength of agriculture has always lived.

Continued on next page
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Hasselstrom, continued from previous page

How do you see the future of the U.S. grain industry and the
grain industry in Idaho? Challenges we face?

US. grainis big business. We've built an industry that relies
heavily on foreign markets to make the numbers work. Along
the way, we've found ways to plant wheat on ground that was
never meant to support a crop, invented systems to fertilize
marginal land for higher production, and created countless
end uses for US. wheat—some beneficial, and some with
unintended consequences.

We've also bred wheat varieties to solve problems the global
market is worried about at any given moment. Those solutions
often make sense short-term, but they aren't always the best
answer for the long game —either for the land or for the people
farmingit.

I don't say thislightly, but | don't see wheat as a consistently
successful crop in the immediate future if we continue on the
same path. When an ldaho farmer sits down to planayear
and decides to plant wheat primarily because crop insurance
guarantees a payout, or because a disaster payment might
make things “close to whole,” that's not farming—that's risk
management as survival.

Sowhere do | see l[daho wheat going?

We have to create new markets. [daho needs to become a

state that grows what can be consumed or processed into
consumable products closer to home. That means supportingin-
state processing and industry to sustain our wheat-growing habit.
It also means looking beyond traditional export partners and
asking hard questions of non-traditional markets: What do you
actually need? How can we grow wheat that serves you better?

| also believe we'll see more farm families pushed toward vertical
integration—taking wheat from the field all the way to a finished

product, right here inIdaho. That's not an easy shift, and it comes
with real risk, learning curves, and uncomfortable conversations.

Il be honest—saying these things out loud makes me cringe at
the implications. Wheat is deeply woven into ldaho's identity, its
economy, and its history. But if we want grain farming here to have
afuture, we have to be willing to question the systems we've relied
onandimagine new ones that actually work—for the land, the
farmer, and the next generation.

What do you do for fun?

Fishing—hands down. Il love chasing Idaho salmon and
steelhead. Whether we catch them out on the ocean before
they make the trek home, or we hook into them right here in the
Clearwater, it's one of the best ways for us to step away from
the farm and reset. We try to escape a couple times a year just
tofish, breathe, and remember there's a world beyond chores
and deadlines.

And lately... we've also taken a liking to those pesky walleye.
Fishing the Snake River for big fat, smolt hungry, momma walleye
is another pretty perfect way to get off-farm and unwind.

But honestly, one of my newest “fun” things has been sharing my
love of farm cooking with the area. In 2024, | bought a BBQ smoker
so | could teach people how to eat lamb—and how good it can
really be. Cooking has always been part of my family story,and now
it's turned into something | get to share with the community.

I've started catering weddings, cooking for Farm Bureau
meetings, and bringing “‘good food” to local events. | know that
might sound like work to some people... but for me, it fits right in
with what | love most: feeding people well and building community
around real food.

What do you like most about being involved in IGPA?

The connections—with people who are truly involved
inagriculture.

Eric and | have been part of IGPA for our entire time together,
and throughiit I've met some incredible people across Idaho and
surrounding states. Over the years, we've made a point to visit
other members on their farms, and that has always been one of
the most rewarding parts of our involvement.

|IGPA families are some of the most hospitable people you'll
ever meet. When you visit, you're welcomed into their homes,
introduced to family members, shown their operations, and
invited into honest conversations about both their wins and their
struggles. That kind of opennessis rare and valuable.

Farming looks very different from the Canadian border to the
deserts of the south, and seeing those differences firsthand is a
powerful learning experience. It stretches your thinking, builds
perspective, and reminds you that there’'s more than one way to
do things well.

I recommend IGPA to everyone—especially young farm families.
It's away to open Idaho up, build relationships beyond your
immediate community, and learn from others who are walking a
similar path.

What do you love most about Idaho?

| love Idaho because itis Idaho. But what | love even more is the life
we've built here together—with our kids and our family.
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Youre an
owner. And
ownership
pays.

It's the roots we've planted in the soil. It's the connection to the
land. And I'm not sure people who haven't lived it truly understand
what that connection feels like.

Sure, we could sell the land and go buy a house in Cabo—retire
and live the easy life. But that's not what feeds our souls. What
keeps us happy, grounded, and honestly still in love with Idaho
is the home place... the farm... the family history...and the deep
sense of belonging that comes with staying committed to
something bigger than yourself.

What do you think is the biggest challenge for women
working in ag today?

| believe the biggest challenge for women in agriculture today is
that we are spread too thin.

Most women in agriculture are here because of a family story—
grandparents, parents, and now us. Whether awoman is working
inthe field, on the farm, in an extension office, alocal county
position, or even at the state level, | can almost guarantee she is
carrying more thanonerole atatime.

Our arms are full with the visible work—jobs that pay the bills,
chores that don't wait, animals that need tending, offices that need
running, meals that need to be made. But beyond that, womenin
agriculture often carry the invisible responsibilities: the planning,
the organizing, the remembering. We keep track of schedules,
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seasons, people, finances, and futures. We bridge generations —
honoring the way things were done while helping guide the

way things must change. We are caretakers of land, livestock,
records, relationships, and often the emotional health of the family
operationitself.

Our shoulders carry the weight of our passion for agriculture and
the responsibility we feel to protect it. We show up to meetings,
serve on boards, volunteer for programs, mentor youth, and
engage in conversations about the future of the industry—not
because we have extra time, but because we care deeply about
getting it right. We feel compelled to be part of the solution, even
when we are tired.

And our hearts carry the heaviest load. They hold the stories of
those who came before us, the realities of today, and the hopes
we have for the next generation. We worry about whether our
children will want—or be able —to continue the family farm. We
grieve what has been lost, celebrate what remains, and quietly
pray for what might still be possible. Women in agriculture love
deeply: the land, the people, the work, and the legacy. That love is
our strength—but itis also why we are often stretched thin, trying
tofaithfully carry all that has been entrusted to us.
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Meeting Season Brings Time to Connect and

to Build

BY JAMIE KRESS, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WHEAT GROWERS

While agriculture advocacy never
ceases, there are certainly times of the
year when our farmer leaders are truly
putting in the hours.

In our home we refer to the months of November through March
as ‘meeting season’. It's the time of year where in between
equipment maintenance, commodity delivery, and year-end
accounting, the calendar is filled with industry meetings, grower
schools, and various educational opportunities. For me, the
annual National Association of Wheat Growers and US Wheat
Associates (NAWG/USW) joint Winter Meeting in Washington

DC.is always one of the most valuable weeks of Meeting Season.

It's where we consistently move the needle on wheat advocacy,
farm policy, and organization and relationship building.

Policy engagement is a continual process. As soon as we “finish”
afarmbill, it seems like we are immediately setting priorities for
the next one. Oftentimes, it is difficult to assign a clear beginning
or true finality to the work we do. An excellent example is the
2018 Farm Bill that expired on September 30,2023 and has
been extended twice since expiration. In unique fashion, many
of the critical safety net, conservation, trade, and crop insurance
priorities that usually see improvements and/or updatesinafarm
bill were included in the One, Big, Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) that
passed on July 4,2025. OBBBA was certainly not the vehicle
we anticipated our farm bill priorities would be addressed in.
However, literal years of consistent lawmaker and agriculture

THE WHITE HOUSE

QFFIGE OF PUBLIC LIAISON

committee engagement — like Hill visits that took place during our
week in DC - directly resulted in significant wins for the American
wheat farmer when legislation moved. While we celebrate

the major milestone of seeing needed policy addressed in
OBBBA, our work is not “‘done”. We remain engaged on OBBBA
implementation and passage of a new farm bill that includes
policy that could not be addressed in areconciliation package.

Inmy opinion, one of the most powerful tools in NAWG is the
ability to connect the everyday wheat farmer, like you and me,
with Administration Officials who run our government agencies.
During the Winter Conference this year, our Board of Directors
was invited to a nearly two-hour wheat-specific meeting at the
Eisenhower Executive Office Building, adjacent to the West
Wing. Top officials from EPA, USDA, USTR, and HHS addressed
our group, sharing information about issues currently affecting
the wheat industry. It was significant not only as an educational
opportunity for our farmer leaders, but for the Officials as well as
they took questions and thoughtfully engaged in conversation.
Collectively, our farmers left better equipped to engage in policy
at NAWG and their respective state organizations, and I'm hopeful
that the Administration Officials left with a better understanding
of the directimpact their work in DC. has on wheat farms across
the country.

Educationis a critical piece of advocacy and there is no better
place for farmers to be sharing their story than in Washington
DC. Inevery Congressional office or government agency our
goalis to connect theissues at hand to “real-life boots on the
ground farming”. Wheat 101is an annual reception hosted by our
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National Wheat Foundation,
inconjunction with the
Winter Meeting, and
provides a more casual
place tointeract with hilland
committee staffers. Itis easy
in agriculture to forget how
truly unique each farmis. |
was reminded of this while
visiting with a reception
guest who works as Natural
Resource Committee staff.
She grew up in agriculture
onafamily farmand dairy

in Pennsylvania. However,
her eyes it up as | showed
her photos of my farm here inldaho. She was taken back by the

field size, the rolling and steep topography, the sagebrush on

the field edges. We talked about things like crop rotation, rainfall,
and 4WD hillside combines. Although having grown up a farm
kid, she realized how foreign my farming operation was to her.
Naturally,and as we all do, she views her work through the lens of
life experience and education. That is why sharing our story with
those who make and influence policy is so critical.

I'mnot sure a person ever gets over the feeling of awe inspired by
our Nation's Capital. Even thoughit's always good to get home,
I'm grateful every time lam in DC. working on behalf of the wheat
industry and farm families across the country. It's especially
enriching to work alongside fellow farmers pulling for acommon
cause. The need for advocacy never ceases, and neither does
the spirit of the American wheat farmer.

What does this ‘drylander’ know about

water, anyway??

BY LESLIE DRUFFEL, MCGREGOR COMPANY

Ever feellike you should have
listened to your younger self a little
more intently?

Early in my career at The McGregor
Company, | was asked to be part of
the recruiting team to encourage high
schooland college students to aspire
toarewarding career in agriculture —"a
most rewarding pathway in what is
truly the only essential industry.”

As | visited with college students

across the Pacific Northwest, | also found myself attending

high school career fairs, judging at FFA events, speaking with
teachers, counselors, and administrators about why agriculture is
avaluable and wise career choice. | assured them that good, living
wage jobs would always be available for anything focused on

the production, processing, marketing, and delivering of food (of
course favoring agronomic and service pathways for your local
crop input supplier).

What was my backup advice if “agriculture” fell flat with my
audience? Water. Anything, everything to do with water will
provide lifelong career opportunities. Finding water, saving water,
restoring it, protecting it, using, sharing, treating, or moving it will be
forever critical to our time here on Planet Earth.

No oneis as surprised as |am on how that “alternative to a career
inagriculture” advice would infiltrate my own pathway. Thirty-
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some years into my time at The McGregor Company, | find nearly
every aspect of my daily work is about water. Lower Snake River
Damsissues —all about water...using it for navigation, for power
production, for irrigation, talking about it in Washington DC, at
conferences, in the courtroom, studying those who are studying
it, even working with content creators to make videos about the
river system.

My time is spent with Columbia Basin Development League
—working to get the Columbia Basin Project completed and
supporting efforts on the Odessa Groundwater Replacement
Plan. It doesn't end there...I've found myself a member of Water
for Eastern Oregon, tasked with making sure growers and
agbusinesses have a voice in rulemaking concerning nitrate
levelsin the Lower Umatilla Basin groundwater. Also, an advisory
committee member of the Family Farm Alliance —advocating

for family farms and ranches, irrigation districts, and industries
across 17 western states. Of course, saving the best for last...Paul
Arrington of Idaho Water Users Association has been a wealth
of information and inspiration as | continue to interact with all
things water.

Moral of the story: be flexible in your career (at any stage) and
listen to your younger self. Yep, this drylander from Moscow,
|daho finally took her own advice and is now quite literally in the
deep end of pool, talking, learning, debating, and working to
safeguard water in the PNW. Best. Job. Ever.
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Ladies of Agriculture

Across Idaho’s grain fields and
boardrooms alike, the ladies of grain play
a vital role in strengthening the state’s
agricultural legacy.

Through organizations such as the Idaho Grain Producers
Association, the Idaho Wheat Commission, and the Idaho Barley
Commission, women bring relentless hard work, leadership, and
dedication to every corner of the grain industry. Their efforts span
marketing Idaho-grown grains to the world, advancing sound
policy on behalf of producers, and educating communities,
lawmakers, and future generations about the value of agriculture.
Whether advocating for farmers, building market opportunities,
or sharing the story of Idaho grain, these women are essential
champions of the industry. Theirimpact reaches far beyond grain,
reflecting the strength and commitment of women throughout
Idaho agriculture.

Amaya Aguirre-Landa

Executive Director, Idaho Grain
Producers Association

A proud third-generation Idahoan, Amaya grew up in the Treasure
Valley. After graduating from high school, she earned a B.A.in
Business Administration with a minor in Marketing from Lewis-
Clark State College in Lewiston, [daho. Determined to build
acareer in agriculture, Amaya has spent more than 14 years
workingin agency and in-house marketing roles serving ag-
centric clients. Throughout her career, she has served on several
industry advisory boards and pursued every opportunity for
on-farm education.

In 2024, Amaya made a career shift to more directly serve Idaho's
farmers, stepping into the role of Executive Director of the Idaho
Grain Producers Association.

Qutside of her advocacy work for Idaho's grain growers, Amaya
is an active member of the Basque community, where she
volunteers her marketing expertise to alocal Basque club. She
and her husband enjoy traveling, spending time with friends and
family, live music, and being in the mountains whenever possible.

Amaya and her husband, Matt, call Owyhee County home, where
they are part of his family’s multi-generational row crop operation.

Harmony Wright

Director of Finance, Idaho Grain
Producers Association

Originally from Twin Falls, Harmony now lives in the Idaho
mountains above Boise with her husband, Tracy. Surrounded

by the beauty of the outdoors, she embraces mountain life
alongside their two dogs, Bowie and Pilar, who happily join her on
daily walks.

Anavid walker and devoted dog lover, she finds joy in staying
active and spending time outside. She is also a passionate wine
enthusiast who attended wine school, deepening her knowledge
and appreciation of the craft. Whether exploring trails with her
dogs or enjoying a thoughtfully selected bottle of wine, she values
simple pleasures and the lifestyle she's built in Idaho.

Kellie Kluksdal

Director of Communications
and Events, [daho Grain
Producers Association

Kellie proudly serves ldaho's grain growers, putting her strong
communication skills to work on their behalf. She is passionate
about supporting the agricultural community and advocating for
theindustry across the state.

When she's not working, Kellie can be found cheering on her
three daughters—ages 18,15, and 13—at soccer and volleyball
games. As her oldest prepares for college, she's coming to terms
with the reality that her daughter may not choose to become an
|daho Vandal. Kellie and her husband Dave, a fellow Vandal, enjoy
spending time watching their girls sporting events, spending time
with family and visiting their cabin in Donnelly.
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Elizabeth Criner

Legislative Advisor to I[daho Grain
Producers Association

Elizabeth Criner joined Veritas Advisors in 2002 and serves as
the firm's Managing Partner. With 30 years of state and federal
lobbying experience, she brings extensive political expertise

and strategic insight to her clients. She has led successful
legislative efforts at both the state and federal levels across a wide
range of issues, including appropriations, telecommunications,
transportation, water, mining, environment, taxes, and health care.

Elizabeth began her public policy career in Washington, DC.,,in
1989, serving as a legislative assistant in both the U.S. House of
Representatives and U.S. Senate. She returned to ldaho in 1996
to continue her lobbying career and remains active in several
leadership roles, including the Idaho Liability Reform Coalition,
Food Producers of [daho, and Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Idaho. Outside of work, she enjoys fly-fishing, traveling, and
spending time outdoors with family, friends, and her dog, Olivia.

Liz Hatter

Legislative Advisor to Idaho Grain
Producers Association

Liz Hatter joined Veritas Advisors as an intern during the 2016
legislative session after earning her degree from Boise State
University. After a brief move to North Carolina with her Air Force
pilot husband, she returned to Boise and rejoined Veritas in 2019.

Liz works with clients onissues including occupational licensure,
health care, business, and agriculture, approaching every project
with dedication, integrity, and thoughtfulness. She collaborates
closely with clients and lawmakers to uphold a strong

reputation across ldaho. Liz lives in Boise with her husband,

son, and chocolate Labrador, Avery, and enjoys hiking, running,
and fly-fishing.
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Britany Hurst-Marchant

Executive Director, Idaho
Wheat Commission

Raised in Heyburnin the Mini-Cassia area along the Snake

River, Britany is the youngest of four girls and grew up withina
mile of both sets of grandparents. Coming from along line of
public servants, she was encouraged from an early age to think
independently, ask questions, and consider all sides of anissue —
values that shaped both her education and career. She earned
adegree inhistory and political science, with an emphasisin
political philosophy, from Boise State University.

Determined to work in state government, she began her career
with the Idaho Cattle Association shortly before graduating,
focusing on communications, environmental policy, and lobbying
for the feedlot sector. After seven years, she joined the Idaho
Wheat Commission in a communications role and was named
Executive Director in 2022.

She and her husband, Luke—who grew up onaranchin Oakley
and now practices water law in the Mini-Cassia area—have

two sons, ages 21and 18. A self-described sun worshiper, she
enjoys traveling, reading, golfing, and spending time on or near
the water. She treasures Idaho's geographic diversity and natural
beauty—and, of course, the sight of wheat fields stretching
across the state.

Jill Cloward

Office Manager, Idaho
Wheat Commission

Jillhas served as Office Manager for the Idaho Wheat
Commission for nearly five years. In her role, she oversees daily
office operations, manages financial administration, coordinates
events, and assists in hosting trade teams —providing essential
support to advance ldaho's wheat industry. A proud Idaho native,
Jillenjoys spending her free time outdoors, taking in the natural
beauty of the state she calls home.

Continued on next page
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Ladies, continued from previous page

Laura Wilder

Executive Director, Idaho
Barley Commission

Laura Wilder isin her eighth year as Executive Director of the
Idaho Barley Commission, where she oversees research,

market development, and education programs that support
Idaho growers and strengthen the state's role in domestic and
global barley markets. She is the fifth-generation owner of the
family ranch near Caldwell on the Boise River, and brings lifelong
experience in agriculture and a strong commitment to maximizing
checkoff investments for producers.

LauraearnedaB.S.in Agricultural Journalism from Texas

A&M University and was a member of the university’s National
Champion Meat Judging Team. Before joining IBC, Laura
served as Executive Director of the I[daho FFA Foundation and
Executive Director of the I[daho Beef Council. A graduate of
Leadership Idaho Agriculture, she currently serves as President
of the Franklin Ditch Company and is on the University of [daho
CALS Dean’s Advisory Board. She also volunteered for 20 years
asa4-H livestock leader. She enjoys traveling and watching the
seventh generation grow up on the family ranch.

Wren Hernandez

Office Manager, Idaho
Barley Commission

As Office Manager for the Idaho Barley Commission since 2018,
Wren Hernandez oversees the administrative and operational
functions that keep the organization running smoothly. She brings
adiverse background in business management, construction
administration,and community engagement.

Before joining IBC, Wren held high-volume office leadership roles
and operated her own small business, laying the groundwork for
her coordination of financial administration, industry programs,
and supporter outreach. A graduate of Leadership Idaho
Agriculture, Wren resides in Glenns Ferry, Idaho, where she

and her husband, Johnny, raise cattle, chickens, and Bernese
Mountain Dogs. She is also deeply involved in her community
and brings valuable perspective to IBC'’s efforts to serve growers
across the state.

Sydney Anderson

Communications and Program
Manager, Idaho Barley Commission

Sydney Anderson serves as the Communications & Program
Manager for the Idaho Barley Commission, where she

leads statewide outreach, education, and grower-focused
programming that support and promote Idaho's barley industry.
A Nampa native, she has a strong agricultural background

and remains actively involved through her service as a 4-H
horse program leader and as an engaged FFA alumni member,
including previous service as an l[daho FFA State Officer.

Sydney earned associate degrees in Agricultural Business

and Equine Studies from the College of Southernldahoand a
B.S.in Agriculture Science, Communication and Leadership

from the University of [daho. In her role at IBC, she manages
communications, produces educational and promotional content,
and oversees programs such as the National Barley Yield
Contest, which highlights agronomic excellence and innovation
among growers. She is arecent graduate of Leadership Idaho
Agriculture, Class 46. Outside of work, Sydney enjoys boxing,
traveling, and hunting.
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Meet the Natural Resources Conservation
Service’s Idaho Soil Health Dream Team!

BY MINDI RAMBO, STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPECIALIST, USDA-NRCS

20

Since its inception more than 90 years
ago as the Soil Conservation Service,
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) has been a fierce advocate for
soil health.

As the foundation of the nation’s ability to feed clothe and house
itself, healthy fertile soil is a must.

Over the last five years, NRCS Idaho has put together ateam
dedicated to helping producers learn about what healthy soils
entail, look and act, as well as how to improve their operation’s soil
health where and when necessary.

These “dirt nerds” give presentations, provide technical
assistance to conservation planners with on-site soil
investigations and soils data, lead workshops for producers and
provide knowledge about Idaho soils and soil surveys.

The Team

Each member of this team brings unique expertise and passion
to the table. Here's a closer look at the people working to keep
Idaho's soils thriving.

Name: Shanna Bernal-Fields
Title: Soil Scientist

Education/Experience: Crop &
Soil Science, B.S. from Oregon State
University, with a soil science option
and aminor in biology

Years in the field of Soil Science
and/or Soil Health: | have been with
the agency since 2005. Started as
[anintern]. Icame on full-time after
college in 2007 onthe soil survey side
of the house. | mapped a half million initial acres in the first part of
my career. | have been working on the state side of the agency
since January 2020 providing technical soil services (including
soil health related trainings and demonstrations) across the state
of Idaho.

What drives your passion for soil health?: | am a big fan
of working with natural systems instead of against them (in
alignment with the regenerative ag movement). Soil health
practices just seem logical and more efficient to me. It's cheaper

and easier in the long run to support soil health so that it functions
relatively independently and at its full potential providing the
fullarray of ecosystem services. A lot of effort and inputs are
required and sometimes wasted in futile attempts to outdo
nature at her own game. Why continue management styles

that require repeated band-aid treatments (life support) to
address symptoms rather than just cure the iliness? Whena
soilis unhealthy (degraded), its microbial populations sterilized, it
doesn't perform at full capacity which means producers have to
make up for that shortfall with additional inputs, money, and labor
to get the desired output.

What impact do you hope to make through your work?: |
hope to do my part in promoting the conservation of our most
precious natural resource, the soil, for future generations. Soil

is the literal foundation of life on this planet. It grows our food,
filters our water, cycles nutrients, it's habitat to micro- and macro-
organisms, and the physical plane on which we engineer our
human infrastructure. lalso 100% support the notion that food
security = national security. The history books have several
examples of nations falling that could no longer feed themselves.
If we allow our soil to wash or blow away, we can't just replace

it tomorrow.

What is your favorite soil order?: Mollisols, | love those
chocolate cake-like epipedons. Learn about this soil order
at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-
resource-concerns/soil/mollisols

What is your favorite soil health principle?: Keep it covered! As
a soil scientist nothing makes me cringe more than seeing an
artificially barren surface. Fallow fields leave the soil and the life
init naked, thirsty,and hungry. Itis also more susceptible to wind
and water erosion without armor.

Name: Lucille Rollins
Title: Soil Health Specialist

Education/Experience: Colorado
State University | B.S. Soiland Crop
Sciences, Soil Ecology concentration

Years in the field of Soil Science
and/or Soil Health: 5

What drives your passion for
soil health?: Delicious food! I'm
passionate about sourcing quality
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Soil is the literal foundation of life
on this planet. It grows our food,
filters our water, cycles nutrients,
it's habitat to micro- and macro-
organisms, and the physical
plane on which we engineer our
human infrastructure.

Shanna Bernal-Fields

ingredients to make nutritious food at home and see that quality
asdirectly linked to how the food was grown and raised. Those
choices both shape, and are shaped by, soil health.

What impact do you hope to make through your work?:In
lieu of growing and raising food myself, | hope to support those
who do by serving as a bridge between people, knowledge, and
new ideas.

What is your favorite soil order?: My favorite order of soilsis
Avridisols, specifically those found at the southern tip of the San
Rafael Swellin Utah: gypsum crystals, rippled sandstone, and vast
desolation. Oh my! Learn about this soil order at https:/www.nrcs.
usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/
aridisols

What is your favorite soil health principle?: Maximize
biodiversity — thisis as true in my human life asitis for
the microbes.

Name: Courtney Cosdon

Title: Soil Health Instructor for
University of [daho Extension/
USDANRCS

Education/Experience: M.S.in Soil
and Land Resources from University
of ldaho

Years in the field of Soil Science
and/or Soil Health: | have spent
alittle over four yearsin my current
position. | have been working with
soils for about eight or nine years.

What drives your passion for soil health?: | originally started
working with soils out of a drive to learn more about how we
can help growers create and implement more sustainable
management practices and promote carbon storage. | love
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that conservation management can go hand in hand with more
money in grower's pockets. Really what | am passionate about is
sustained ecosystem health and longevity; our agricultural lands
are a huge part of this.

What impact do you hope to make through your work?:
Exactly what | said above, | hope that | can help growers
understand how to farm with conservation in mind, so that their
operations become more resilient to a changing climate, their soil
staysin place, and the land stays in operable shape for as long as
possible. Hopefully all while saving them money.

What is your favorite soil order?: My favorite soil order is
Histosols. High in organic matter, they store lots of carbon. They
are usually mucky, bog soils with varying rates of decomposition.
Learn about this soil order at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
conservation-basics/natural-resource-concerns/soil/histosols

What is your favorite soil health principle?: My favorite soil
health principle is Maximize Biodiversity. It covers a lot of great
practices like livestock integration, crop rotation, and planting
diverse covers and crops with many different rooting types.
These practices help create a thriving and diverse soil ecosystem.

Beyond the Dream Team: More Soils Expertise at NRCS

And if these soil professionals aren't enough, NRCS has the Major
Land Resource Area teams, which are responsible for conducting
soil survey operations, compiling and maintaining soil resource
inventories and databases. These offices provide services
inldaho:

Moscow Soils Office

Brian Gardner

Major Land Resource Area Project Manager
Brian Gardner@usda.gov

1848 S.Mountain View Rd., Suite 3

Moscow, ID 83843

Idaho Falls Soils Office

CarlaRebernak

Major Land Resource Area Soil Survey Leader
Carla.Rebernak@usda.gov

1120 Lincoln Rd., Suite A

|daho Falls, ID 83401-2122

You canlearn more about Major Land Resource Areas by visiting

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/major-
land-resource-area-mira.
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PROFILE

SENATOR

CAMILLE
BLAYLOCK

CALDWELL, ID | DISTRICT 11

Tell us about your hometown.

I grew up in Nampa on what we called a “family farm” - farm might
be generous. My parents had six kids and just wanted to keep us
busy with work. My husband and | moved to Caldwell almost 15
years ago, and it's been home ever since.

Who influenced you most growing up?

My siblings. They've always been my biggest cheerleaders and
best sounding boards. As adults and moms, my three sisters are
some of my closest and most cherished relationships.

Happy childhood memory?

Sleeping on the trampoline all summer and just being a free-
range kid.

Education?
I completed my bachelor’s degree at Idaho State University.

A teacher who impacted you?

My mom. | was homeschooled on and off, and she was deeply
committed to our education. Now that | have kids, | realize how
much of a sacrifice that must have been.

What did you want to be when you grew up?

I've always loved working, but I didn't have some grand title in
mind. | just wanted to do work | felt passionate about. Today, I'm
fortunate to choose projects | genuinely enjoy - sointhat sense,
['ve hit my goal.
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Tell us about your family.

My husband Jacob and | have two kids - an 11-year-old daughter
and a 10-year-old son. They are wonderful busy kids - | enjoy
beingamom so much!

How did you meet your spouse?

We met at church and played on a co-edvolleyball team together
for years before dating. I'm not sure | remember our first official
date - just lots of late night food places after playing volleyball.

What do you do in your free time?

Iread alot, paint,and spend as much time outside as | can. |
volunteer weekly at church and focus most of my time on family.

One word to describe yourself?
Curious.

Dinner with one famous person?

Benjamin Franklin. He was a hustler - so open-minded, forward
thinking and wise. Id love to learn from him firsthand.

If you could do anything else?

| have always wanted to work in the White House - maybe be a
head staffer for a president I really believed in.

Who would play you in amovie?

Gosh -1have noidea. People say | ook like Selena Gomez so
maybe her?
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Why did you run for office?

| grew up watching my parents volunteer and give back. When|
felt our community needed stronger representation, | stepped up.

Committees and leadership path?

| serve Agriculture, Health & Welfare. Agriculture fits my
background and district. Health & Welfare aligns with my
professional experience and interest in reducing unnecessary
regulatory burdens while protecting core services. | don't have
leadership ambitions - | just want to be a good civil servant that
works hard and gives back to the state | love.

Challenges Idaho faces?

Managing growth while maintaining fiscal discipline. Water and
energy will remain major priorities. We have to plan wisely without
losing what makes Idaho strong.

What do you love most about Idaho?

The people. Independent and self-reliant, but also generous and
community-minded. We value a simple, family focused way of life,
and llove that.

What are you most passionate about?

Reducing unnecessary regulation and keeping government in
its proper lane. | want Idaho to remain strong and free so my kids
have opportunities here the way | have.

Future political ambitions?
None. | planto serve afew terms and thenreturn fully to private life.
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ldaho wheat farm fami[ies care Established by wheat farmers in 1959 and funded by I[daho's
wheat growers, the Idaho Wheat Commissioniis a self-governing

about the land. We take pride in state agency. Itis the Commission's responsibility to increase
growing the h|ghes’[ qua“’[y wheat wheat grower profits by investing funds in market development,

N . wheat research, and wheat grower education.
In a sustainable way.




Bread in a Bag: Over 40 years helping students
develop a positive relationship with wheat

BY JILL CLOWARD, IDAHO WHEAT COMMISSION STAFF

Every year, thousands of Idaho's fourth
grade students roll up their sleeves and
get hands-on experience making bread.

This is thanks to the Idaho Wheat Commission's Breadina
Bag program, funded by Idaho's wheat farmers. For over 40
years, the Bread in a Bag program has provided students with
anopportunity to learn how wheat is grown and harvested,
how wheat products are made, and the nutritional benefits of
wheat. Each student is then able to make and bake their own
bread product.

The Wheat Commission partners with teachers and schools
across the state. Any teacher that wants to participate simply
needs to register in the fall. Registration runs through November,
and supplies are shipped to the schools in January. The Idaho
Wheat Commission provides teachers with an instructional guide
and posters to help facilitate the program. Each student receives
apamphlet containing information about wheat as well as several
wheat recipes.

As part of the materials, a link is provided to an “Amazing Wheat”
educational video. This video contains footage of wheat fields and
shows wheat being harvested and transported to market. It also
includes discussion of the six classes of wheat and their different
uses, flour milling, end products, and nutrition. Over the past
decade, more than 81,000 Idaho students have participated in
the Bread in a Bag program and developed healthier relationships
with the nutrition and benefits of wheat foods.

Teachers decide how best to fit the program into their schedule
and curriculum, as well as choose what wheat product they want
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to bake. Mrs. Lynna Butler at Mill Creek Elementary in Middleton,
|daho has been participating with her students for ten years. She
chooses to correlate this program alongside other activities that
teach about pioneer life. Her students spend one day learning
about travelling across the trail and the next day making and
tasting their own bread and butter from scratch. They are also
able to bring aloaf of bread home to their families. Mrs. Butler
explains, “From learning about how wheat is in the packing
peanuts to getting a booklet full of recipes to use, students

love this day of learning and remember it for many years. Asa
teacher of 20 years, watching the student engagement with this
programis why | will continue to doitin years to come!”

It's not too late to participate this year. Teachers can reach out
to the Idaho Wheat Commission wheat@idahowheat.org for
more information.

Jill Cloward grew up in Rupert, Idaho.
She moved away after high school to
attend college, where she earned a

BA in math education and also met
and married her husband. She and her
family returned to Idaho and moved

to the Treasure Valley in 2000. Jillis

a nationally certifed bookkeeper and
is certifed to teach middle school and
high school math, which she has done.
Coordinating and managing the Bread
ina Bag program is one of the many
things Jill does in the Wheat Commission office on behalf of Idaho
wheat-growing families.
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U.S. Crop Quality Reporting Builds Trust with

Global Wheat Customers

BY JULIA DEBES, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH, U.S. WHEAT ASSOCIATES

Trust is at the heart of international
wheat markets.

When wheat harvest is over, the grain delivered to the elevator
and the combines blown out, US. farmers can breathe a quick
sigh of relief for a job well done. But for US. Wheat Associates

(USW), the work to promote that wheat internationally

and continue building trust with global grain customers is

just beginning.

From analyzing thousands of samples collected to harvest to
conducting in-person seminars to discuss the results, USW's
global staff take up the mantle to help move farmers wheat from
the bin to consumers around the world. With 50% of the US.
wheat crop exported each year, including half of [daho's wheat
production, the transparency of each year's crop growing season
and final performance are essential to maintain existing customer
relationships and build new markets for US. wheat farmers.

Sampling, Testing and Quality Control

As farmers focus on the sprint of wheat harvest, USW staff and
technical consultants help keep the pace to capture the data
needed to publish the US. Crop Quality Report.

When wheat is delivered to a grain elevator, local operators

pull samples from the trucks. This standardized process is
designed to pulla sample that reflects the entire truckload.
Operators use mechanical tools, such as pneumatic tubes, or
hand methods, such as a pelican scoop. Samples are usually
taken from the middle of the load, under continuous grain flow.
Individual truck samples taken for a farmer’s lot during a delivery
timeframe are consolidated into a single composite sample. The
composite sample is useful for assessing overall crop quality, with
randomized, anonymous sample selection used to develop data
for reports.

In 2025, more than 2,250 wheat samples were collected

from coast to coast and analyzed. In Idaho, the [daho Wheat
Commission helps coordinate this process, monitoring harvest
progress to continually adjust the appropriate number of samples
from the region.

Fromthe local elevators, sample composites are sent to third-
party providers such as National Quality Services, Inc. (NQI),
which provides sampling, weighing, and inspection services. The
Commission works with NQI to identify how many samples to test
for eachregion.

Inthe next step of the post-harvest process, samples are sent
to laboratories for further testing and analysis. Samples of U.S.

soft white (SW) wheat are analyzed by the Wheat Marketing
Center in Portland, Oregon. The partner labs conduct rigorous
testing and analysis on milling and baking quality, including class-
specific information.

Each sample is assigned a unique ID and undergoes a set
protocol of preliminary predictive analytical tests before official
grading by the USDA's Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS).
WMC conducted wheat, flour, solvent retention capacity (SRC),
doughand finished product tests on composites based on
production zones and protein levels.

All sample information is anonymized, without specific field

or grower information. Throughout harvest, the Commission
monitors lab progress to determine if adjustments are needed to
protect the integrity of arandomized aggregate.

Overall, across all six classes of U.S.
wheat, the report reaffirms to global
buyers that U.S. wheat is a consistent
and reliable foundational ingredient for
wheat-based food products.

Preparing the U.S. Crop Quality Report

The final step in packaging all of this data and delivering it to
customersin the form of the U.S. Crop Quality Report, published
by USW. The 2025 U.S. Crop Quality Report, which was the 46th
issued since 1979, provides essential objective information to help
global wheat buyers purchase the wheat they need at the best
value possible.

“The U.S. Crop Quality Report provides a detailed look at the
high-quality wheat grown by US. wheat farmers and used by
millers and bakers around the world,” said Erica Oakley, USW vice
president of planning, who leads crop quality efforts. “This USW
report reflects not only the quality of the crop, but also the hard
work and commitment of US. wheat farmers.”

The reportis supported by funding from state wheat commission
members like the Idaho Wheat Commission, which is matched
by federal funding from the USDA's Foreign Agricultural Service
(FAS) export market development programs. More than dollars,
thereportis a true testament to the collaboration within the US.
wheat industry from the farmer to the graininspector.

‘A report like this would not be possible without the dedication
of American wheat farmers,” Oakley said. “It would also not



be possible without the months-long partnership between
USW, state wheat commission members like the Idaho
Wheat Commission and our partner laboratories. Everyone's
contributions ensure the data we share with customersis
accurate, timely and meaningful.”

The U.S. Crop Quality Report, which provides grade, non-grade,
flour and specific end-product data. For example, this report
included an analysis of 411 samples of U.S. soft white (SW) wheat
and 38 samples of white club wheat collected from state, private
graininspection agencies and commercial wheat handling
operationsin the three Pacific Northwest states.

Asincludedinthe report, the 2025 Pacific Northwest (PNW) SW
and club wheat crop experienced adequate soil moisture at planting
across most of the region, supporting strong emergence. Winter
precipitation provided good conditions for crop development,
though late spring and summer precipitation fell below normal.
Milder temperatures through June compensated for the reduced
moisture, allowing for healthy plant development for winter wheat.
Hotter conditions arrived for crop maturity, enabling a timely harvest
with low disease and pest pressure throughout the region.

Thereportincluded this year's total estimated production of 2436
millionbushels (663 million metric tons, MMT), whichis slightly
below last year's production but above the five-year average. The
overall crop was graded as US. #1with an average crop protein
content of 10.0%, slightly below the five-year average and higher
thanin 2024. Average test weights were consistent with 2024,

with thousand kernel weights inline with the five-year average.
Farinograph, alveograph and Solvent Retention Capacity (SRC)
values allindicated very weak to medium gluten strength appropriate
to produce typical soft wheat flour products and those made with
softand hard wheat blends. End product tests showed acceptable to
good performance consistent with typical soft wheat quality.

Overall, across all six classes of US. wheat, the report reaffirms
to global buyers that US. wheat is a consistent and reliable
foundational ingredient for wheat-based food products. The
report is published in English and then translated into Arabic,
Chinese, French, Spanish, Italian and Portuguese. The full report
is also broken down into more detailed, regional reports for all
six wheat classes, as well as a new standalone document on
collection and analysis methods.

Listening to customer feedback helps USW and partners improve
reports every year. The report is used year-round by customers
and USW technical staff, and their feedback helps USW better
understand how to add additional value to the report through
expanded methods, additional testing and other edits.

Delivering the Data During Crop Quality Seminars

Thereportitself is a massive undertaking, but its publication is
followed by another all-in series of activities to promote the wheat
crop to international customers. Next up is the annual series of
Crop Quality Seminars, organized by USW to take the final data
directly to customers.
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From October to December, USW conducted 37 seminars with
1,580 participants from 45 countries joining the conversation
about US. wheat quality. Joining these participants were 22 US.
travelers, including state wheat commission leaders, university
professors, cereal scientists, USW staff and farmers. These
seminars are USW's largest annual touchpoint with customers,
and feedback repeatedly indicates that the US. wheat industry
provides more data and insights than any other competitor.

Each seminar provided attendees with a unique opportunity to
ask questions about technical topics, milling performance and
the nuances of each wheat class. If there are advantages or
concerns with the crop, all are transparently discussed. The team
of experts listens, explains and builds trust, turning technical data
into practical solutions for local markets.

“Inan era of global supply chains and digital communication,
there's still no substitute for face-to-face interactions, said
Brian Liedl, USW vice president of overseas operations. “By
the end of the season, USW's Crop Quality Seminars have
done more than share knowledge. These events continue
to strengthen relationships and reinforce the reputation

of U.S. wheat as the world's most reliable supply of high-
quality wheat.”

Transparency and Reliability in Every Kernel

As USW's work shifts from presenting crop quality results

to providing trade servicing and technical assistance, the

true success of these efforts is measured in the strength of
relationships reaffirmed through the market development work of
the US. wheat industry.

By choosing to be thorough and transparent with the analysis

of eachyear’s crop and showing up to discuss those resultsin
person, international grain buyers, millers and bakers continue to
have confidence that when they think about quality and reliability,
the American wheat farmers are at the front of their mind.

Stakeholders canlearn more about the 2025 Crop Quality Report
through regional summary videos and find the full suite of report
materials and technical data at uswheat.org/cropguality.

Julia Debes serves as the Director of
Communications and Stakeholder
Outreach for US. Wheat Associates
(USW). In this role, she oversees

the production of USW's internal

and external newsletters and other
communications efforts. Debes
earned amaster's degree in media
studiies from Florida State University
and a bachelor's degree inagricultural
communications and journalism from
Kansas State University.
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Wheat Producers Feeding the World: From

Idaho to Kenya

BY AMANDA HOEY, OREGON WHEAT CEO AND CHAIR OF THE U.S. WHEAT ASSOCIATES FOOD AID WORKING GROUP

‘Farmers Feed the World. At the heart of why we farmis growing
nutritious, healthy food to feed people: both domestically and
abroad. As part of our commitment to feeding people, the
wheat industry has been engaged in decades-long efforts to
combat global hunger. Through international food aid programs,
wheat producers play a vital role in addressing food insecurity,
building abase for future market opportunities and supporting
national security.

International Food Aid: Three Core Programs

Overall, more than four billion people have benefited directly from
US. food assistance. There are three core programs that involve
US. commodity donations:

» Food for Peace. An emergency feeding program under
Title Il of the Food for Peace Act, thisis the most significant
program for shipping large volumes of U.S. commodities
to starving people around the world. Food for Peace has
provided aid for decades, with the Food for Peace Act
(PL 480) signed into law in 1954 by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower. It plays anintegral role in alleviating hunger while
also strengthening the United States’ diplomatic efforts.

* McGovern-Dole Food for Education. Administered
by USDA to provide education, child development and
food security inlow income and food insecure countries,

¥

Food Advisory Council at the Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya discussing the
role of wheat and U.S. donations.

the McGovern-Dole Food for Educationis a smaller but
important program. It purchases U.S. commaodities to provide
school meals, teacher training and nutrition projects, with the
intent of reducing hunger and improving literacy.

 Food for Progress. Administered by USDA to support
countries in modernizing and strengthening their agricultural
industry, Food for Progress uses a monetization system.
Under the program, purchased donations of US. wheat
and other commodities are sold in the recipient countries
via a cooperating entity, with the proceeds used for
development projects.

Historically, wheat has played a large part in food aid, with wheat
being one of the first commodities sent overseas as a part of
food aid programs. Specifically, in the Food for Peace funding,
wheat has consistently represented the top three commodities.
Provisions are in place for these programs that require avoidance
of competing with domestic or commercial channels through
food aid programs such that they are designed to provide direct
assistance in addressing hunger and transitioning countries from
crisis to stability.

A Model Program: Learning Journey to Kenya

The passion for food aid work accelerated for me during a
learning journey to better understand the process and capacities
of programs utilizing US. investments and commodities. In

April 2025 | traveled with other wheat producers to Kenya,
where | withessed first-hand the exponential growth and need
for food aid in a quickly evolving situation that faced severe
resource constraints.

Kenyais a stable partner in Africaand an entry point to serve
regional food aid needs: from refugee camps within the country
to the last mile delivery for surrounding countries in crisis. The
country’s strategic location with multimodal connections to
several countries makes it a primary distribution point to offer
quick response for emergency situations. Through the learning
journey, we met with implementing partners and agenciesin
Nairobiand out in the field.

Most impactful was a day in Kakuma, a refugee camp established
in1992 with arrival of ‘Lost Boys of Sudan’ that now incorporates
four camps with more than 300,000 refugees and asylum
seekers. From young children to families to individuals, we saw the
importance of consistent and stable donations. Facing alooming
reductioninresources, it was a challenging visit and underscored
the opportunity to ensure all available food aid dollars could bring
commodities into areas of need. Kakuma provides a model for
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PRINCIPLES OF THE FOOD AID WORKING GROUP:

* Promote wheat as a nutritious component of
international food aid.

Support a strong U.S. food aid program that prioritizes
in kind donations and monetization.

Support funding and implementation of Local and
Regional Procurement programs only through programs
not currently purchasing U.S. commodities.

Encourage an increase to the Food for Progress

Transportation Cap and efforts to mitigate the effect of
Cargo Preference rules on cost recovery calculations.

Oppose U.S. government funding, directly and
indirectly, of food aid commodity procurement from
foreign agriculture export competitors.

Oppose food aid program proposals that permanently
erode US in-kind donations.

Encourage food aid commodity procurement
specifications that match relevant commercial market
specifications wherever practicable.

food distribution, with established infrastructure, including use

of biometrics for security. Yet, they were still facing shortages
indonated resources, causing reductions in food allocations

that lead to malnutrition and death. Meeting with the Food
Advisory Council members at the camp, they implored us to seek
pathways for additional aid.

Following the visit to Kakuma, we assessed system capacities

at the Port of Mombasa where Port facilities are expanding, and
local millers are available for processing. We also visited the World
Food Programme warehouse, including their global commodity
management facility which allows them to purchase U.S.
products and adapt their use for recipient countries. The need
was clear: support efforts to sustain US. investments with wheat
at the center of that work.

Maintaining a Focus on Wheat Assistance: Food Aid
Working Group

As part of the wheat industry’s efforts to serve that function, we
have a focused Food Aid Working Group. It is a joint collective of
US. Wheat Associates and the National Association of Wheat
Growers which adheres to a set of established principles,
essentially keeping food at the center of food aid programs.

Within those principles, our advocacy has been to ensure
responsible utilization of available funds to ensure food gets to the
placesitis needed most urgently. In the past year, a component
within that work is addressing the administration of the Food for
Peace program, which was previously overseen by USAID and

IDAHO GRAIN SPRING 2026

AMERICA FEEDS
THE WORLD

Wheat Industry leaders celebrate the loading of a vessel for Food Aid in 2023 in
Kalama, WA. 28,000 metric tons of U.S. soft white wheat sourced from Oregon,
Washington, and Idaho was loaded onto the ship, Liberty Glory. Photo Credit:
American Maritime Congress.

was subsequently wrapped into the US. Department of State.
Given USDASs successful administration of other aid programs
and their understanding of agricultural markets, the Food Aid
Working Group have supported a permanent transfer of the Food
for Peace program to USDA. Encouragingly, in January, the US.
Department of State, USDA, and the Office of Management and
Budget signed aninteragency agreement for USDA to assume
administration of the Food for Peace program. The agreement
covers the administration of remaining FY 2025 funds and 2026
funds. We are currently advocating to codify that transfer in the
Farm Bill for the long-term preservation of the program.

Transitioning to Markets: Long Term Stability

The Food for Peace program, in particular, provides a substantial
distribution channel for U.S. commodities and builds a critical
foundation for future commercial markets, while also fulfilling a
global humanitarian mission. If food aid represented an export
market, historically total wheat donations for international food aid
from the United States would rank in the top 10 export markets.

However, the goal is to move countries from aid to independence,
and these programs have shown effectiveness on that front. On
the market side, a couple of the countries which are now regularly
top five markets for PNW soft white wheat initially benefited from
Food for Peace donations. With a subsequent change in their
economic conditions and a preference for US. wheat, they reflect
the success of this program.

Purchases in 2026: Food for Progress and Food for Peace

Moving into the current year, we are beginning to see the restart
of allocations of funds through both the Food for Progress and
Food for Peace programs. US. Wheat Associates reported

that “Marking the first purchases of US. wheat under the 2025
fiscal year awards under the Food for Progress program, USDA

Continued on next page
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Feeding the World, continued from previous page

purchased approximately 6.75 million bushels of US. hard

red winter wheat in January. Wheat will be loaded in Houston,
Texas and Kalama, Washington for destinations in Ethiopia and
Kenya.” Then, in February, USDA made its first award allocation
under its administration from Food for Peace to the World
Food Programme. The award includes a range of commodity
purchases, including wheat.

The Future of U.S. Food Assistance: Continuing Support

Given that the food security situation has grown ever more dire
with the accumulation of impacts from natural disasters, conflict,
and economic factors, these programs continue to offer a vital
link. Overall, international food aid programs represent a natural
demonstration of the generosity of US. farmers and our ability
to produce an abundance of commodities that can be shared
around the world. Thank you, sincerely, to all of our PNW wheat
producers who are working to feed the world.

Amanda Hoey is the Chief Executive
Officer for the Oregon Wheat
Commission (state commodity
commission) and the Oregon Wheat
Growers League (private growers
association). She represents Oregon's
wheat industry in local, state, national
and international arenas to strengthen
the wheat industry in the state. From
enhancing resources for ag research
to addressing policy challenges

that would otherwise hinder farm
proftability/viability, the work of Oregon Wheat is critical to ensuring
vibrant rural communities. Amanda previously served as the
Executive Director for a bi-state regional economic development
entity. She graduated with a Degree in Economics from Whitman
College. She is an alumnus of the American Leadership Forum

and was a Marshall Memorial Fellow through the German Marshall
Fund. She lives ona wheat farm in north central Oregon.

Breadbasket Competition Kicks Off 2026

World Markets

BY TYLLOR LEDFORD, MARKET ANALYST, U.S. WHEAT ASSOCIATES

As 2026 kicks off, wheat prices have
recovered slightly from autumn lows,

yet they remain under pressure from an

abundant global supply that seems to
expand with every monthly update.

The world s currently navigating the largest wheat surplus
inmore than a decade—a market environment defined by
arare alignment of favorable conditions across the world's
primary breadbaskets.

Inthe 2025/26 marketing year, exceptional weather turned
the global market into a production powerhouse, with current
WASDE (World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates)
estimates placing total global production at a staggering 842.2
million metric tons (MMT) (30.94 billion bushels).

This volumeis 414 MMT (1.52 billion bushels) larger than the
previous record set only last year. For the first time in five years,
world production has significantly outpaced consumption,
boosting global ending stocks by 7% to 278.3 MMT (10.22 billion
bushels) and driving the global stock-to-use ratio, excluding
China, to 23%—its highest level since 2020/21.

Per Capita Wheat Consumption

The scale of this harvest is truly global in scope. In 2025/26,
Argentina and Canada harvested record crops, while Australia
reaped its second-largest harvest in history. Russia maintained
its dominant market presence with its third-highest production on
record, and the European Union registered a significant recovery
following a poor previous harvest. Even amidst ongoing conflict,
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Wheat Surplus vs. Price
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productionin Ukraine has remained remarkably steady. The
United States also contributed to this abundance, harvesting its
largest cropin10 years at 53.9 MMT (1.98 billion bushels). This
robust domestic production has allowed U.S. stocks to rebuild,
providing a solid foundation for export availability even as global
competition intensifies.

Despite this massive global crop and the prevalence of low-cost
origins, US. exports are rebounding with notable strength. USDA
projections expect export volume to top 24.5 MMT (900.20
million bushels), which would mark the highest level since
2020/21. As of late January 2026, the United States has already
booked 214 MMT (786.30 million bushels) in sales, 18% ahead
of last year's pace. This growthis driven by a combination of

improved market competitiveness and the long-standing global
relationships maintained by US. Wheat Associates (USW). We are
seeingincreased imports in traditional strongholds like Mexico
and the Philippines, while significant growth is also occurringin
“swing markets” like Nigeria and Indonesia. Furthermore, non-
traditional destinations such as Bangladesh have climbed into
the top 10 US. destinations, supported by recent trade deals and
memorandums of understanding.

This rebound s supported by a crucial, underlying point of hope:
as global production hits new heights, world wheat use is also
projected to reach arecord 823 MMT (30.24 billion bushels).
This record-breaking demand signals an ongoing, fundamental

Continued on next page

Commercial Sales Pace
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Year by Year Production Changes
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Breadbasket, continued from previous page US. producers are positioned to capture this long-term growth. In
need for wheat that transcends seasonal surpluses. With the aglobal market curre;ntly saturateldlwith ‘low-cost” supplies, the
global population expected to surpass 9 billion by 2045, the proven funot!onal rel|alb.|l|ty and milling performance Qf US. wheat
demand for wheat-based foods and high-quality food products clasges proylde the critical advantage these developmg markets
is guaranteed to increase. Significant opportunity remains to require. While the world has plenty of wheat., the qualhty of US.
expand consumption in regions like Sub-Saharan Africa and wheat classes and USWS unmatched serviceremain the 90|d.
Southeast Asia, where per capita consumption s still less than 40 Staﬂdard for thoselooking to ensure consistent value and quality
kilograms—well below the global average of 986 kilograms. intheir flourand end products.
By placing USW staff strategically across the globe —including
added capacity in Manila—the wheat industry is ensuring that
Tyllor Ledford serves as Market
%%%EIEEES Commercial Sales Report Analyst for US. Wheat Associates
Pt e (USW), where she specializes in
Current market year sales to date as of January 22, 2026 transforming raw data and news into
TV top 20 markets Fordaveyn e rom astyenr | actionable market commentary. Since
aﬂmeﬂt - W"*‘“%m joining the USW West Coast office in
Philippines o 50945 2021, Tyllor has dedicated the last fire
iir i s  vearstoanalyzing complex wheat
P'ﬁe”a _ 222: 90,523 trends and bridging information gaps.
gy F 0 Through her work on the weekly
v o = o USW Price Report she provides the
Colombi 81% 300 reliable, timely insights necessary to
+ sy s wm|  foster mutual understanding between domestic producers and
EELrlnai:l‘i:::lan Republic ;;: 23,803 international buy ers.
) - #3% Tyllorearned botha B.S. and M.S. in Agricultural and Applied
Eﬁ! riar ?;: 2:““3 Economics from Texas Tech University. Her research on the
Hat 52% 7000 nexus of food security and confict received the Outstanding
o = = Master's Thesis award from the Southern Association for
All Wheat Total Sales 18% 558,201 Agricu/tura/ Economics.
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A Strategic Blueprint for International

Wheat Promotion

BY BRITANY HURST MARCHANT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, IDAHO WHEAT COMMISSION

Throughout the year, the Idaho Wheat
Commission (IWC) reports to producers
about trade team visits from other
countries to farmsinldaho, Idaho wheat
growers who participate in reciprocal
trade missions overseas, and marketing
and purchasing conferences that connect
Idaho wheat farmers and Idaho Wheat
Commission staff with customers around
the world. During fiscal year 2025 —July
1,2024, through June 30, 2025 —buyers,
millers, and end users from more than

30 countries were connected to l[daho
wheat through farm tours, trade missions,
and conferences.

The Commission’s partner organization, US. Wheat Associates

(USW), is the export market development organization for the US.

wheat industry. Through collaboration, IWC and USW promote
the reliability, quality, and value of the U.S. wheat classes grown
inldaho to wheat buyers, millers, bakers, food processors, and

government officials in more than 100 countries around the world.

Seventeen states invest in USW programs, providing 30% of
USW's total annual funding. Those producer funds are matched
by the remaining 70% of funding from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) market development programs.

USW has 13 overseas offices, located in China, South Africa,
Morocco, Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, Mexico, South
Korea, Chile, the Philippines, Nigeria, and the Netherlands.

Early in the year, USW holds strategic planning meetings to
develop the Unified Export Strategy (UES) marketing plan for
eachregionrepresented by a USW foreign office. The UESisa
comprehensive evaluation of past efforts within each region and
serves as a blueprint for activities that will expand international
markets for U.S. wheat farmers in specific countries and regions
around the globe.

The USDASs Foreign Agricultural Service (USDA-FAS) requires
the UES from all cooperator organizations to be a guiding
document. The UES is also required for USW to obtain those
federal funding dollars for use in overseas markets. USDA-FAS
reviews the strategies laid out in the UES, analyzes past efforts
and results, and evaluates USW's stewardship of assessment
dollarsinvested by each of the state wheat commissions that
support USW. Producer dollars from state wheat commission
members of USW are essential to the funding formula FAS uses
to distribute federal monies to USW. Without the investment from
states, USW would not qualify for any federal funding to promote
US. wheat ininternational markets.
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USDA-FAS's analysis of the efficiency and productivity of current
and previous plans allows USW to leverage grower dollars to
receive greater federal funding. The funds are available through
several FAS programs, including the Market Access Program
(MAP), the Foreign Market Development (FMD) program, and
other ad hoc programs like the Agricultural Trade Promotion
Program (ATPP), the America First Trade Promotion Program
(AFTPP),and others. Inthe 2022/2023 marketing year, federal
funding through these programs returned $2.20 for every $1.00
invested by Idaho farmers through the Idaho Wheat Commission.

“USW and USDA have a long history of partnering together with
our state wheat commission members to pursue activities that
have a solid return oninvestment,” said Jennifer Sydney, USW
vice president of planning and human resources. “We are excited
to continue identifying and proposing innovative approaches to
develop and expand markets for our US. wheat farmers.”

Last year, | had the rare opportunity to sitin on the UES planning
sessions for each of the USW overseas offices in Mexico City;,
Mexico; Santiago, Chile; and Cape Town, South Africa. Each
office met with key USW leadership to review the prior year's UES
and determine programming for the upcoming year. The amount
of detailincluded in the UES is staggering, awe inspiring, and
fascinating. The overseas offices inject a tremendous amount of
thought and effort to create a productive and worthwhile strategy.

Many of the overseas offices are staffed by ex-patriates or local
natives who have worked in that respective country or region for
USW for decades. The expertise from USW staff on the ground
resultsinevery dollar being strategically leveraged and invested
into real action that connects customers around the world with
the high-quality US. wheat that best suits each market.
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The Idaho Barley Commission is a
grower driven, grower funded, and
grower governed agency of the State
of Idaho that invests in the future of

the Idaho barley industry on behalf of
|daho barley growers through research,
market development, promotion,
information and education programs.

|daho's altitude, high desert climate and agronomic
conditions, including abundant irrigation water, make
it anideal location to grow a consistent, reliable supply
of premium-quality barley, highly sought after by the
malting industry, as well as for livestock feed and food
barley products.




National Barley Yield Contest Debuts with
Record Results and Expanded Opportunities

Idaho Falls — Theresults of the 2025
National Barley Yield Contest (NBYC)
were announced on February 4 at

NATIONAL

the University of Idaho Easternldaho BARLEY YIELD
Cereal School Conference, held at the CONTEST
Mountain America Center. This marked

the first year the contest was conducted Es1 noat

onanational scale, with all entries
submitted by Idaho growers.

Highlighting the results, Joey Wallace, farming with Driscoll
Brothers Partnership, produced a US.-record irrigated winter
barley yield of 256 bushels per acre in Jerome County. The
variety Memento yielded 175 percent above the county average,
establishing a new global benchmark for barley production. The
Irrigated Spring Barley Division was won by Dustin Miller of Mix
Miller Farms, who harvested 239 bushels per acre of Molson
Coors variety, M-179, achieving 182 percent above the county
average, alsoin Jerome County.

Since Idaho growers were the only entrants in the inaugural
national contest, Wallace and Miller earned both state and
national titles. Both winners received a paid trip for two to
attend the Commaodity Classic in San Antonio, Texas, in late
February 2026.

Wallace credited his success to focusing on details within a
grower’s control and learning from high-performing areas of
the field.

“‘Sometimes we spend a lot of time trying to fix the poorest parts
of our fields,” Wallace said. “l think we should pay more attention
toimproving the best parts. | never dreamed a yield like that would
come out of some areas of that field.”

Miller emphasized both community pride and innovation.

“We were excited and proud to bring a yield like that back to our
community,” Miller said. “Having access to our state-of-the-art
LEMKEN planter, played animportant role in our success.”

2025 BARLEY YIELD | CONTEST SPONSORS

ZLEMKEN sz

! <) SCOULAR

Snhewser<Tusch
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(L to R) Joey Wallce and Dustin Miller at the University of Idaho Eastern Idaho
Cereal School in Idaho Falls. Pictured with their award plaques, they were
recognized for their outstanding barley yield achievement.

To encourage broader participation, the l[daho Barley
Commission (IBC) urges growers interested in future contests to
contact their local field representatives, who can assist with the
simple entry process.

“LEMKEN is committed to the growers inthe USA and we are
grateful to be a founding sponsor and we will continue to sponsor
the National Barley Yield Contest. LEMKEN will provide a trip

to Germany in November of 2027 to Agritechnica - the world's
largest ag show for the 2026 national winnersin the irrigated
winter barley and irrigated spring barley yield winners. Thisis an
all-expense paid trip for each winner in the two categories. We
hope to see records broke in 2026 and continue to raise the bar
inachieving these record-breaking yields!” said Richard Johnson,
LEMKEN area sales manager for Montana, ldaho and Wyoming.

IBC encourages growers nationwide to participate as
opportunities within the National Barley Yield Contest continues
togrow.

The NBYC thanks all sponsors for investing in growers and the
future of the U.S. barley industry.

The full2025 NBYC results are now available on the IBC website.
2026 entry forms will soon be available on the IBC website at
idahobarleycommission.org/barley-yield-contest/.

If you have any questions regarding entries or sponsorships,
please contact Sydney Anderson; Sydney.anderson@barley.
idahogov or Brett Wilken; bwilken@scoularcom.
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A Legacy of Innovation - Mike Wilkins Receives
the Governor’s Award for Marketing Innovation

Boise — The Idaho agriculture community honored one of

its most influential leaders at this year’s Larry Branen Idaho

Ag Summit, presented by Leadership Idaho Agriculture. Mike
Wilkins, a past commissioner of the Idaho Barley Commission
(IBC), gratefully accepted the Governor's Award for Marketing
Innovation. The Governor's Award for Marketing Innovation
recognizes individuals whose creative leadership and strategic
vision have significantly advanced Idaho agriculture.

Wilkins, a fourth-generation barley producer from Minidoka
County, has dedicated decades to advancing ldaho agriculture
through both innovative marketing and leadership. In addition

to producing barley, sugar beets, and alfalfa with his son, he has
served in key leadership roles across the industry, including
multiple terms as an IBC commissioner representing District 2
and on the National Barley Improvement Committee where he
advocated to increase federal funding for barley-related research
efforts in Washington DC.

Throughout his service on the commission, Wilkins led initiatives
to strengthen Idaho barley’s presence in domestic and
international markets, created educational relationships with
trade teams, and assisted with programs like the American Heart
Association events and the I[daho Academy of Nutrition and

Mike Wilkins, recipient of the Governor's Award for Marketing Innovation, joined
with family.

Dietetics programming. His
efforts have left a lasting impact
onhow Idaho agriculture tells
its story: directly from the
perspective of agrower.

Wilkins has served as along-
time leader on Magic Valley
water issues, including 18 years
onthe Minidoka Irrigation
District Board, 10 years with
the Surface Water Coalition,
and 18 years on the Committee
of Nine—including when the
historic water agreement

was crafted between surface
and groundwater users

onthe Snake River Plains
Aquifer—contributing to the
sustainability of irrigation and
agricultural productionin the
region. Inaddition, heisalso a
graduate of Leadership Idaho
Agriculture Class 40.

(L to R) Governor Brad Little
presenting Mike Wilkins with
the Governor’s Award for
Marketing Innovation.

In 2024, Wilkins received the Idaho Barley Service Award from
the IBC, recognizing his long-standing commitment to the barley
industry. The Governor's Award at the Idaho Ag Summit further
acknowledges his innovative work in marketing ldaho agriculture.

“I've been fortunate to serve alongside people who are
passionate about Idaho agriculture,” Wilkins said. “Whether it's the
|daho Barley Commission, water boards, or trade groups, the real
work is done by the teams who care about the long-term success
of our farmers.”

He has been an outstanding servant leader and is always pushing
for the long-term best interests of Idaho barley growers.




IDAHO BARLEY: Economic Contributions to the State of

Idaho now Exceed a Quarter of a Billion Dollars Annually

Idaho has become the single largest barley pro-
ducing state in the nation, growing 39% of all
U.S. barley in 2025. Most of that barley is sold
locally within the state to large malting facilities.
Barley production nationally has been in decline
for the last two decades, however Idaho’s barley
production has remained stable, with a slight up-
ward trajectory. Production volume in 2025 was
54.9 million bushels, slightly below the decade
average of 55 million bushels. However, due to
price fluctuations 2025 production value was
$335.9 million, slightly above the $323.4 million
decade-average value.

Idaho’s 2025 barley production was 10 million
bushels higher than the decade low 44.5 million
bushels in 2021. Harvested acres were slightly
lower than average, but yields continue to grow,
with a long run trend of increasing by 1.4 bushels
per year. This all culminated in total production
value being slightly above the decade average
(see Table 1.)

Table 1 production value is used as direct produc-
tion contributions. All or nearly all

million in indirect, business-to-business, value-
added transactions. Employee income is also
spent in the state’s economy, generating activi-
ty in those industries that support household
purchases such as food retailers, automotive
maintenance, electricity, etc. Those household-
to-business expenditures and their associated
ripple effects generate approximately $72.2
million in additional value-added. The entire
2025 barley sector in Idaho is responsible for
just under $348.1 million dollars in economic
activity, supporting nearly 2,500 full time

equivalent jobs.

barley production goes through some

value-added processing in-state be- Total 2025 Barley Contributions to Idaho Table 2
fore exiting the economy and bring- Sales GSP Income Jobs
ing new dollars into the state. For FY | pirect $335,865,600  $159,890379  $53,179,455 456
%r?%l?rggtrlseglégfnvevﬁgtemdtfjgs?ge?]ilrl:t%n Indirect $211,121332  $116007,709  $7L873731 1342

’
$159.9 million in direct gross state Induced $119,875,556 $72,189,416 $37,789,945 685
product (see Table 2). Total $666,862,488 _ $348,087,505 _ $162,843,131 2,483
Those added dollars then circulate in
the economy, traveling through the 2025 Idaho Economic Data
barley and household supply chains, Sales aspP R obs

supporting nearly another $116.0

Table 1 Idaho Barley
Year Harvested Acres Yield (BU/AC) Production (BU) Price ($/BU) Value of Production
2011 500,000 93 46,500,000 $5.63 $261,795,000
2012 600,000 90 54,000,000 $6.53 $352,620,000
2013 620,000 93 57,660,000 $6.42 $370,177,200
2014 550,000 94 51,700,000 $5.11 $264,187,000
2015 580,000 97 56,260,000 $5.86 $329,683,600
2016 580,000 107 62,060,000 $5.19 $322,091,400
2017 510,000 95 48,450,000 $4.75 $230,137,500
2018 530,000 101 53,530,000 $5.03 $269,255,900
2019 530,000 104 55,120,000 $5.02 $276,702,400
2020 500,000 110 55,000,000 $4.92 $270,600,000
2021 500,000 89 44,500,000 $5.38 $239,410,000
2022 540,000 111 59,940,000 $7.61 $456,143,400
2023 540,000 112 60,480,000 $7.76 $469,324,800
2024 510,000 109 55,590,000 $6.44 $357,999,600
2025 490,000 112 54,880,000 $6.12 $335,865,600

This information is from a 2025
Idaho Barley Economic Impact
Study conducted by Recon
Insight Group LLC and
sponsored by the Idaho Barley
Commission. To receive a copy
of the full report, contact
Laura Wilder at
Iwilder@barley.idaho.gov.
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Juliet Marshall: Advancing Barley Research

Through Science, Service and Collaboration

In Idaho agriculture, progress often
comes from quiet consistency, long
hours in the field, rigorous research, and
strong partnerships built over time.

There are few individuals embody that approach better than Juliet
Marshall, Associate Director of the Idaho Agricultural Experiment
Station in I[daho Falls and Endowed Research Professor for
cereals pathology and agronomy at the University of [daho,
whose work is integral to barley research across the state.

Marshall's career has been shaped by a lifelong connection

to agriculture and being rooted in a strong background in
academics. Raised in 4-H and FFA in Delaware, she pursued
plant sciences at the University of Delaware, where early
exposure to plant pathology and genetics sparked a fascination
with plant—pathogen interactions. She went on to earn her
master's degree in plant sciences and a Ph.D. in plant pathology/
phytopathology from the University of lllinois Urbana—
Chamypaign, driven by a desire to apply science directly to real-
world agricultural challenges.

Her applied focus continues to define her work in Idaho. Marshall's
research addresses some of the most pressing disease
challenges facing barley growers, including Fusarium head

blight (FHB), associated mycotoxins, and cereal cyst nematode
(CCN). Through integrated pest management strategies,

variety evaluation, and long-term disease monitoring, her work
helps protect yield, grain quality, and grower profitability while
supporting sustainable production systems.

“Being trained in plant pathology helps you recognize problems
early, before they become widespread,” Marshall explains. “That
early recognition s critical to protecting both production and
market value.”

Ineastern Idaho's high-elevation desert environment—widely
regarded as one of the best regions in the world for producing
high-quality malting barley—Marshall's research supports
Idaho's leadership in barley by helping growers adapt to disease
pressure, evolving crop rotations, and efficiency challenges
related to water and nutrient use.

Within the past year, Marshall stepped into her role as associate
director of the Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station, where

she helps guide research priorities, facilities, and staffing across
research centersin ldaho Falls and Aberdeen. In this leadership
position, she works closely with faculty, staff, and partners to
ensure researchers have the tools and support needed to deliver
meaningful results to producers.

and Endowed Research Professor for cereals pathology and agronomy at the
University of Idaho

“| want the experiment stations to have the resources needed
to attract the best researchers, perform the best research

and deliver the advanced needed to keep Idaho agriculture
sustainable,” Marshall said. “If we can give people the right
resources, they can focus on research that truly improves the
lives of Idaho producers. Our aging infrastructure is hampering
our capability to provide that leadership”

Educationand mentorship are a cornerstone to Marshall's work. As
aprofessor, she integrates graduate students into applied research,
giving them hands-on experience with real production challenges.
Many of those students go on to careersin agriculture, research,
and industry which extends the impact of her work.

Strong collaboration underscores everything Marshall does.

She credits partnerships with organizations like the Idaho Barley

Commission and ldaho Grain Producers Association as essential
to advancing research and maintaining Idaho's competitive edge
in cereal production.

“Grower success facilitates industry success,” she noted. “We
are interdependent, and research has to support the health of the
entire system.”

Known for her approachability, practical communication style,
and deep respect for producers, Marshall has earned the trust
of Idaho's agricultural commmunity by listening first and translating
complex science into feasible, tangible information.

As ldaho agriculture continues to evolve, leaders like Juliet
Marshall ensure the industry remains innovative, resilient, and
grounded inresearch. Her career reflects the power of steady
leadership, collaboration, and along-term commitment to serving
growers and strengthening ldaho agriculture.
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" Midseason is no time to coast.

-_;, fuels your crop to the finish with premium
fBliar nitrogen precisely when your crop needs it.

RALLY HARD. FINISH STRONG.

“RALLY
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CUSTOMIZED
SEED SECURITY.

WITH VIRTUALLY ENDLESS CUSTOM BLEND POSSIBILITIES,
WE'VE JUST BEGUN TO SCRATCH THE SURFACE.

What's on your seed is just as important as the traits and genetics in it. Since 2013, Albaugh
has been elevating the science of seed treatment, designing over 1,000 specialized solutions

for specific geographic and agronomic conditions — right for the seed, right from the start.

ALBAUGH ‘ GET THE INSIDE STORY AT

your alternative ALBAUGHST.COM/PNW






